Sentence Structure – Variables (Event Tags)

By default, a sentence for an event tag is constructed according to the syntax described on the Tag Type Definition Screen for that Tag Type.  For example, the sentence in a marriage tag might look like this:

[P] married [PO] <[D]> <[L]>

and might produce the following sentence:

John Smith married Jane Jones on 4 Jan 1884 in Bath County, Kentucky.

The values in square brackets ([ ]) in the above example are sentence variables. Each represents a certain kind of data as extracted or calculated from the tag. The following is a complete list of variables that can be used for sentence construction in event tags:

PRINCIPALS

[P]
Current Principal, Full name. A pronoun (he/she) is used for the second and subsequent sentences for the same person.

[PG]
Current Principal, Given name (Robert Joseph)

[PF]
Current Principal, First word of given name (Robert)

[PGS]
Current Principal, Possessive given (Robert Joseph's) (uses English possessive rules)

[PFS]
Current Principal, Possessive first word of given (Robert's) (uses English possessive rules)

[PS]
Current Principal, Possessive name (Robert Joseph Velke's) (uses English possessive rules)

[PO]
Other Principal, Full name

[POG]
Other Principal, Given name

[POF]
Other Principal, First word of given name

[POGS]
Other Principal, Possessive given

[POFS]
Other Principal, Possessive first word of given

[POS]
Other Principal, Possessive name

[P1]
Principal #1, Full name

[P1G]
Principal #1, Given name

[P1F]
Principal #1, First word of given name

[P1GS]
Principal #1, Possessive given

[P1FS]
Principal #1, Possessive first word of given

[P1S]
Principal #1, Possessive name

[P2]
Principal #2, Full name

[P2G]
Principal #2, Given name

[P2F]
Principal #2, First word of given name

[P2GS]
Principal #2, Possessive given

[P2FS]
Principal #2, Possessive first word of given

[P2S]
Principal #2, Possessive name

When a sentence is constructed in the process of reporting about a person's life, that person is the Current Principal ([P]) in the context described above. If there are two principals in the event, then the other one is the Other Principal ([PO]). These roles will be reversed upon reporting about the life of the other person. In order to extract the names of people according to the field in which they have been entered, use [P1] and [P2] instead.

PARENTS

[FATH]
Primary name of the father of the Current Principal.

[MOTH]
Primary name of the mother of the Current Principal.

[PAR]
The parents of the Current Principal.


     Example: ", son of John Anderson and Elizabeth Mason,"

[PARO]
The parents of the Other Principal.

[PAR1]
The parents of Principal #1.

[PAR2]
The parents of Principal #2.

WITNESSES

[W]
Current witness

[WO]
Other witnesses separated by commas.  Excludes principals and (in witness sentence structures) the current witness. This variable is never included in default sentences because the sentence construction depends on the user's implementation of the witness feature.

Examples:
[P] married [PO] <and the ceremony was witnessed by [WO]>. 

[W] performed the ceremony <and [WO] were also present>. 

DATE 

[D]
The date of the event in the format specified in System Configuration.

[DD]
Precedes a regular, complete, and legal date with the day of the week.

Examples: 
Wed. 12 Jan 1944     
Wednesday 12 January 1944

PLACE 

[L]
The place of the event in the format specified in the Report Definition for the specific report.

[LA]
or 
[ADDRESSEE]

[LD]
or
[DETAIL]

[LCI]
or
[CITY]

[LCN]
or
[COUNTY]

[LS]
or
[STATE]

[LCR]
or
[COUNTRY]

[LZ]
or
[ZIP]

[LP]
or
[PHONE]

[LL]
or 
[LATLONG]

AGE

[A]
Age of the Current Principal

[AO]
Age of the Other Principal.

[A1]
Age of Principal #1.

[A2]
Age of Principal #2

[AE]
Exact age (years, months, and days) of the Current Principal

[AOE]
Exact age of the Other Principal

[A1E]
Exact age of Principal #1

[A2E]
Exact age of Principal #2

MEMO 

You can use the entire memo field by using [M] in your sentence, or the memo field can be divided into parts that can be used separately in sentences. Note that if the memo is included directly in the sentence construction, then it is not available as an embedded note, footnote, or endnote as controlled by the Report Definition for that report.

[M1] through [M9]
Elements of a memo field that contains the delimiters "||"(two vertical lines). 

Example:
Memo: 
private| |the 23rd Virginia Regiment.

        
Sentence: 
[P] was a [M1] <and served in [M2]>.


Returns: 
He was a private and served in the 23rd Virginia Regiment.

If the memo field does not contain delimiters, then [M1] = [M].


[M0] ([Mzero]) triggers the output of memo segment number zero, which is empty by definition. The effect is that the memo will not print in the sentence in question (e.g., witness sentence), but it will also NOT be subject to the Publication Tools option that outputs unprinted memos to endnotes, embedded, etc.

PRONOUNS

[PP]
Possessive pronoun of [P] (his/her)

[OBJ]
Objective pronoun of [P] (him/her)

All of the above variables honor exclusion markers, sensitivity brackets, and report-level place field selections.
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